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Funding approved for lighting, 
infrastructure improvements 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 














AGAWAM - ‘The accelerat- 
ed work on the Morgan-Sullivan 
Bridge project has led to a fund- 
ing request sooner than expected. 

The Agawam City Council 
unanimously approved spending 
$600,000 in free cash to address 
lighting in the area around the 
bridge as well as funding for road 
and sidewalk improvements. 

Mayor William Sapelli made 
the request to the city council 
in one resolution. He asked for 
$250,000 for the lighting and 
$350,000 for street and sidewalk 
improvements. 

According to a memo from 
the law department, the town 
has made “tremendous strides in 
the last several years in improve- 
ments to intersections, roads, and 
sidewalks.’ 

Among the projects that have 
been completed are the entire re- 
construction of the Feeding Hills 
intersection at Westfield Street 
and Southwick and Springfield 
streets, improvements to the 
South Westfield and Shoemak- 





PHOTO BY GREGORY A SCIBELL| 
The Hampden County Board of Retirement’s offices are located in Agawam. May- 
or William Sapelli has submitted a resolution asking the city council to join him in 
a vote of “no confidence” in the board. 


Mayor submits ‘no confidence’ 
resolution for retirement board 


By Gregory A. Scibelli the board’s financial activity 
gscibelli@turley.com revealed significant questions 
about wasteful and potential 
AGAWAM - The mayor of fraudulent spending. The report 
Agawam has finally taken a_ also revealed potentially ques- 
stance in the controversial sit- tionable activity by the board 
uation involving the Hampden members and attorneys working 
County Board of Retirement. for the board. 
Mayor William Sapelli filed Locally, it is very impactful 
a resolution to be voted on by as three members of five-per- 
the Agawam City Council ex- son board are from Agawam, 
pressing no confidence in the including its chairman, retired 
ae executive director and chair- Town Clerk Richard Theroux. 
Lighting will be installed a man of the Board of Retirement, ‘The board also includes retired 
on Agawam’s side of of which Agawam is the largest Agawam Firefighter Karl J. Sch- 
the Morgan-Sullivan contributor. maelzle, and current Treasurer/ 
bridge, which is nearing The controversy has been Collector Laurel Placzek. 
completion this year. widely publicized over the past 
two months after an audit of RETIREMENT # page 5 
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Public access to Agawam City Council 
meetings could happen in July 





By Gregory A. Scibelli Agawam residents could begin to Sapelli to discuss the council 
Ww i n gscibelli@turley.com access public meetings. agenda, the issue was brought up. 
Councilor George Bitzas made “This was something that was 


AGAWAM - Access to public an inquiry at the end of the reg- brought up and discussed, said 
meetings was taken away from ular council meeting about the Johnson. “The mayor wants to do 
people during the COVID-19 pan- issue. He said he believed with _ it, but he wants to do it when we 


demic. the city council vaccinated from __can do it across the board to all 
In the cases of the two major COVID-19, the general number _ public meetings.’ 
Agawam quarterback meetings that take place each of vaccinations increasing every Johnson said Sapelli is looking 


Griffin Levesque 
makes a throw on the 
| run during Agawam’s 


month, it has limited public in- day, and the spacious confines of at July as a potential time where 
teraction with the Agawam City the auditorium at Agawam Junior the public could participate 


recent win over East Council and Agawam School High School, isit possible to bring in-person at public meetings. 
| Longmeadow. More Committee, both of which feature people into the meetings again? “We would likely still have to 
| photos are on page 9. public comment as a part of their “With the space here, people have social distancing and oth- 
ee meetings. could safely distance, up to 20 feet er things in place, said Johnson. 
| PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY On Monday night, City Coun- even,’ Bitzas said. “But in July there will have been 
= ~_| _WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM cil President Christopher John- Johnson said during his regu- 
— 33 son gave some insight as to when lar meeting with Mayor William MEETINGS I page5 
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ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police 
Department responded 
to 909 calls for service 
from Mar. 29 to Apr. 4 and 
recorded the following 
arrests. No arrests in the 
public log have been omit- 
ted. All suspects are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 
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April activities at 
Agawam Public Library 


AGAWAM - Spring has sprung at the Agawam Pub- 
lic Library. April brings many activities for our patrons 
to enjoy. We are kicking it off with a National Library 
Week, which is April 4-April 10. Stop by our welcome 
display and let us know why you stopped in for a visit. 
We will compile your responses to share on our social 
media to celebrate our library. 

On Monday, April 12, best-selling author Michael 
Tougias will share his experiences growing up in West- 
ern Massachusetts in the 1960's and 1970's that are fea- 
tured in his new book The Waters Between Us. Please 
register on our online calendar at www.agawamlibrary. 
org. 

It's also National Poetry Month and we have our 
interactive Poet-TREE on display. Share your favorite 
verse, rhyme or poet and add to our tree all month long. 
Visitors can also enjoy the art exhibit from Sunshine 
Village to mark Autism Awareness Month. 

Join us for a Fun Friday trivia game on Friday, April 
23 at 3 p.m. This general knowledge trivia is geared to- 
wards adults. Please register on our online calendar: 
www.agawamilibrary.org. 

Originally scheduled for April, our Crafterpaloo- 
za craft exchange is cancelled. Please hold on to your 
crafting supplies as we hope to reschedule at a future 
date. 

As always, please contact the library if you have any 
questions. 413-789-1550. 
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Town to sell compost bins 


AGAWAM - Composting is a great way 
to recycle our organic “waste” into a benefi- 
cial soil amendment for our yards and gar- 
dens. Composting at home can also help 
reduce methane production at landfills. 
Using the compost in our landscapes helps 
store carbon in the soil instead of releasing 
it to the atmosphere. And you can reduce 
your trash by 50 percent or more by com- 
posting leaves, grass clippings, garden de- 
bris, fruit peels, vegetable scraps, tea bags, 
coffee grounds, egg shells, paper towels, 
napkins and even paper bags. 

It's easy to make compost, and the Town 
of Agawam makes it even easier by offering 
rodent-resistant home composting bins for 
$25, more than 40% off the retail price. 

“Composting is an effective way to help 
the environment and reduce waste.’ stated 
Mayor William Sapelli. “We are pleased 
Agawam is able to offer these compost bins 
at a reduced rate to the residents. Many 
residents have been waiting for theses 
since we had to cancel distribution in 2020 
due to Covid-19 restrictions.’ According the 
Environmental Project Coordinator Tracy 
DeMaio, a portion of the cost is funded bya 
grant awarded by the Mass Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

The New Age Composter is made in 
Massachusetts, constructed of thick, rug- 


ged 100% recycled plastic. The composter 
is adjustable and has a capacity of 24 cu- 
bic feet, the equivalent of about 12 bags of 
leaves. It has a cone shaped floor and cover 
which provide air and moisture to the com- 
posting material, requiring a minimum 
maintenance while producing compost in 
about 3 months. 

The compost bin helps hold in heat 
and moisture, keep animals out, and look 
more attractive than open compost heaps. 
Organic material will start to turn to com- 
post in the bin in 3 to 6 months. Com- 
post, known as “black gold” to gardeners, 
replenishes nutrients in the soil, helps re- 
tain moisture, makes the soil easy to work, 
and helps plants resist disease. Compost 
makes plants healthy so they can overcome 
adverse conditions without pesticides or 
chemical fertilizers. 

The town will again be taking orders 
with payment through Friday, April 30th. 
Order forms are available online at www. 
agawam.ma.us. Orders must be mailed to 
the Department of Public Works, 1000 Suff- 
ield Street, with payment in the form of a 
check made out to the Town of Agawam. 
All pre-ordered compost bins should be 
picked up at the loading dock area of the 
DPW Wednesday, May 19 between 3 and 5 
p.m. or by appointment. 





Friends of Veterans Cemetery to hold first meeting of 2021 


AGAWAM - ‘The public is invited to attend 
the quarterly meeting of The Friends of the Mas- 
sachusetts Veterans Memorial Cemetery at Aga- 
wam (The Friends) to be held at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 460 Granby Road in Chicopee 
on Wednesday April 14 at 6 p.m. Refreshments 
will be provided. 

Due to COVID-19 this is the first public meet- 
ing of The Friends since January 2020. 

The meeting will include a PowerPoint pre- 


No arrests were re- 
corded during the past 
week. 
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Donate and Save 
Now through April 30 


Bring 10 items for the 
Dakin Humane Society, get 


sentation reporting on the activities of the past 
year as well as upcoming events. 

The Friends is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organi- 
zation that raises funds to enhance the sacred 
grounds at the cemetery and pay honor to those 
interred at the cemetery. 

Membership in The Friends is open to any 
interested individual for a one-time donation of 
ten dollars. Additionally, individuals who have 
supported the Friends through sponsorship of 
a Memorial Pathway Brick automatical- 

ly become complimentary life-time 

members and are welcome to attend. 
Social distancing protocols will be 

in place and attendees are to comply 


with state guidance regarding the wearing of a 
face-covering while attending public gatherings. 
Refreshments will be provided in individually 
wrapped packets. 

For more information about ‘The Friends of 
the Agawam Cemetery, to include how to do- 
nate or volunteer, contact Paul Barabani at 413- 
388-4418, or e-mail agawamfriends@gmail.com. 
The Knights of Columbus Council 69 is located 
at 460 Granby Road in Chicopee. The meeting 
will begin at 6 p.m. Feel free to come early and 
socialize before the meeting. 








New homeschooling books 
available at Agawam Library 


10% off your materials*. 
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AGAWAM - This school year has been 
challenging. If your child in grades K- 6 is 
struggling, the Agawam Library can help. 
The Agawam Library has recently added to 
their collection a series of books that can 
help kids in grades K -6 with science, social 
studies, and geography. 

This book series is called “180 Days. 
Each book is tailored to a specific grade 
level and covers either science, social stud- 
ies or geography. The books are published 
by Shell Education and include worksheets 


BUDGET 
Cabinet 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8om; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 





to reinforce the topics that are covered. Pa- 
trons are asked not to write in the books, 
but to make copies of the pages they want 
to use. 

There are no restrictions on how many 
can be checked out at one time, but we ask 
you only take what you need and leave the 
others for someone else to use. 

To get these books you could call the 
library at 413-789-1550 ext. 3 and ask for 
them to be held for you, or make an ap- 
pointment to come into the library to 
browse these books or other 
books in our Parent/Teach- 
er Resource section. The 
Agawam. Library is located 
at 750 Cooper Street, Aga- 
wam MA 01001. 





Grant to 
hold indoor 
tag sale 


AGAWAM - Community 
Grange #382 located at 47 
North West Street in Feed- 
ing Hills, will hold an in- 
door Tag Sale on Saturday, 
April 10 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Grange members will 
be selling their treasures. 
The sale will benefit the 
building fund. Please wear 
a mask and practice social 
distancing. 
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West Side Rotary 
Club hosting virtual 
wine tasting 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - In recognition of the local and 
global reach of Rotary’s philanthropy, the Rotary Club of 
West Springfield is inviting all to raise a glass for a good 
cause. 

The Rotary Club and the expert staff at Table & Vine 
will host a Virtual Wine Tasting on Friday, April 30. Par- 
ticipants will be tasting and learning about three different 
wines from around the world with an optional selection of 
paired cheeses. All profits will benefit the local commu- 
nity as well as the global causes of Rotary International. 


River in the Pioneer Valley. 


Rotary’s Virtual Wine Tasting Fundraiser 
Friday, April 30, 6:30 p.m. 
Via Zoom 

“A Table and Vine wine aficionado will teach us about 
the origin and development of each wine as we smell, 
swirl, sip and repeat. You may compliment your tasting 
with a delicious selection of cheese chosen specifically 
for us by the Table & Vine cheese monger. There is also an 
option to enjoy the presentation without wine or cheese, 
said Rotarian Lisa Grenier, event organizer. 

Pricing is per household: 

*Wine Only: $89.99 

-Wine & Cheese: $109.99 (available to the first 50 par- 
ticipants) 

«Enjoy show only (no wine or cheese): $25 

Deadline to reserve space is April 25 at 6pm. 

Visit www.westspringfieldrotaryclub.com for reserva- 
tions. 

On April 26, upon payment, participants will receive an 
email with a link for the Zoom invitation and instructions 
on picking up the wine and cheese at Table & Vine, begin- 
ning April 28 and up to 6 p.m. on April 30. 

Rotary International is an organization of business and 
professional persons united worldwide who provide hu- 
manitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all 
vocations and help build goodwill and peace in the world. 

The Rotary Club of West Springfield, under the leader- 
ship of President Mike Bertera meets every other Tuesday 
at 12:15 via Zoom until we can safely gather again at Stor- 
rowton Tavern. 


gland Daylily Society. 


collector with extensive col- 
lections of woody plants and 
perennials including more 
than 300 daylily cultivars 
and 250 varieties of hostas. 
The presentation is open to 
the public as well as club 
members via Zoom. Social 
hour begins at 11:30, the 
club business meeting is at 
noon and the presentation 
will begin at 12:30. Tickets 
for guests are $5 and are 
available at EventBrite.com. 


Crafters needed for St. 
John’s first-ever outdoor fair 


AGAWAM - St. John the Evangelist Church is excited 
to host its first-ever Outdoor Craft Fair, Saturday, May 
1, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 833 Main Street, Agawam. Crafters 
are welcome to request an application by contacting An- 
dreana Perkins, 413.786.8105, or sje.information@gmail. 
com. A rain date is set for May 8. 

There is a $35 non-refundable fee, and a request for 
one craft item to be donated to the Raffle Tent (value of 
$20). 

Crafters will have access to a designated 10 x 10 out- 
door space, which will include a six-foot table and chair. 
There are limited number of spaces with electricity that _ -_ 
are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. P < Ww? , 

Interested crafters can contact Andreana Perkins at ae | ee 
413.786-8105, or sje.information@gmail.com. 





Town hall re-opens this week 


AGAWAM - Mayor William Sapelli recent- 
ly announced all town buildings with the ex- 
ception of the Senior Center will reopen for 
public access. This took place on Monday, 
April 5. There will be designated staff in the 
lobby of the Town Hall to ensure social dis- 
tancing as well as capacity limits are being 
followed. Mayor Sapelli would like to encour- 
age people to continue utilizing the drop 
boxes provided in front of Town Hall, visit 
the website to pay online, or utilize US mail 
services. Please note that only one person per 
time will be allowed into the Treasurer/Col- 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


lectors Office. 

Also earlier this week, all Agawam Public 
Schools were scheduled to reopen to five days 
per week with all students back. We expect 
traffic may be heavy during drop off and pick 
up times. Please be patient and follow drop 
off rules and procedures. Please remember 
dropping off and picking up at the library is 
not an option. 

Please contact the Mayor's office with any 
questions or concerns 413-726-9729. 


ICIORIAN 
Property Management 


Commercial & Residential 
Landscape Maintenance * Plowing & Ice Control 


(413) 246-3357 


Kenneth Remillard 


Westfield, MA 
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Tougias to share 
newest book 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Library is pleased to host 
best-selling author Michael Tougias once again on April 
12 at 7 p.m. His newest book The Waters Between Us has 
been described as “Unforgettable” and a “song of praise 
to the outdoors”. Tougias will give a virtual, multi-me- 
dia presentation called Growing Up Wild in the 1960's 
and 1970's in Western Massachusetts. His talk will re- 
count elements of his book and engage the audience 
with his experiences growing up along the Connecticut 


Tougias is a New York Times Bestselling author and 
co-author of 31 books for adults, and 6 for young adults 
and children. Among his bestsellers are There's A Por- 
cupine In My Outhouse (Winner of the Independent 
Publishers “Best Nature Book of the Year”), Ten Hours 
Until Dawn and The Finest Hours (inspiration for a 2016 
Disney movie). He has received many writing awards. 

Please join us on Monday evening, April 12 at 7 p.m. 
for this special virtual event. Patrons can register on 
our online calendar at www.agawamlibrary.org or by 
calling 413-789-1550 ext. 4. The event Zoom link will be 
sent to participants on the day of the event. This event 
is free and everyone is welcome. 


Garden Club hosting 
virtual plant show 


SPRINGFIELD — ‘The Springfield Garden Club will 
host “Know and Grow Native Plants” presented by Su- 
zanne Mahler on Friday, April 16 at 11:30 a.m. The event 
will be virtual and will be accessible via Zoom. 

Suzanne Mahler has been sharing her passion for 
gardening through lectures for over 30 years. Her lec- 
tures incorporate her photographs and emphasize why 
native plants are critical for healthy ecosystems. 

Suzanne is an avid gardener, photographer and 
lecturer as well as an Overseer for the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society and past President of the New En- 
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Pancake breakfast 
postponed to fall 


SPRINGFIELD - For public health reasons, the Spirit of 
Springfield with the City of Springfield has determined it 
is in the best interest of all to postpone the World's Larg- 
est Pancake Breakfast from Saturday, May 15, to a date that 
has yet to be determined. Like so many other events, this is 
the second year the event will not be held on its traditional 
date in mid-May. 

“The health and safety of our community is of the ut- 
most importance, said Judy Matt, Spirit of Springfield 
President. “We are hopeful that we will be able to bring 
the community together in celebration at a date later in 
the year. 

Mayor Domenic J. Sarno stated, “Although we are trend- 
ing in the right direction in mitigating and defeating this 
COVID-19 pandemic, we must remain vigilant. We do not 
make these decisions lightly, it is the prudent and right de- 
cision. I want to thank Spirit of Springfield President Judy 
Matt and her team for their continued efforts in trying 
to keep some of our beloved Springfield traditions going 
through this pandemic. Unfortunately, the pancake break- 
fast will have to be postponed this year until we defeat this 
virus, and we will. I look forward to the day where we can 
join with the Spirit of Springfield and celebrate once again’ 

The World's Largest Pancake Breakfast has been a tradi- 
tion for Springfield since 1986 when the City of Springfield 
celebrated the 350th anniversary of its founding which 
took place on May 14, 1636. It features a hearty breakfast 
of pancakes, bacon, milk, juice, coffee, and a lot of commu- 
nity spirit. 

For more information about the World's Largest Pan- 
cake Breakfast, visit spiritofspringfield.org. 


Eucharistic Adoration at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and invited to join us at 
St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main Street, for Eucha- 
ristic Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 p.m. with 
Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come and spend some time in quiet 
prayer with our Lord Jesus Christ, present in the Eucharist. 


Suzanne has been developing her acre property for 
40 years and is an avid plant 
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N CIRCLI 
SINGLE FAMILY HOME 


THURSDAY, APRIL 15 at 11:00 A.M. 


This ranch style single family home sits on 
+ .38 acres in an established neighborhood 
near the Connecticut River. The house has 
+ 1,062 sq. ft. of living area and features 
3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, hardwood floors 
and vinyl siding. See website for details. 


Terms: $10,000 deposit. 30 day closing. Property sold as is. 
Visit website for details, terms and COVID-19 protocols. 
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ZEKOS GROUP AUCTIONEERS 


P.O. Box 549, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 


508-842-9000 


LIC #104 





Page4 I 
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A film presentation will be made by the Latinx Studies department on April 7 


HCC to host film and talk inspired 
by Chilean folk song April 7 


HOLYOKE - The Latinx Studies depart- 
ment at Holyoke Community College will 
host a short film and live presentation by 
dancer Michelle Marroquin and musician 
Tony Silva on Wed., April 7 from 11 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. 

Their film, Volver a los 17 (“Return to 
17”), was inspired by the iconic Chilean 
folk song of the same name by singer Vi- 
oleta Parra, whose poetic lyrics speak to 
the longing, remembering and honoring of 
the tender age of 17, when love first bursts 
into bloom. In the film, Silva plays guitar as 
Marroquinss dance leads viewers on an ab- 
stract journey of memory and loss and asks 
how the past has made us who we are. 

Marroquin is a bicultural dance artist 
who has created interactive performances 
in the Pioneer Valley since 2014. Silva is a 
guitarist and composer, specializing in 
Rumba Flamenca and Latin American folk 
music. 
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36. Options 
38. Annoy 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. One who 
manufactures 
6. Science degree 
9. Database 
management system 
13. Desert 
14. Inventor Musk 
15. Welsh valley 
16. Round Dutch cheese 
17. Saying 91. Upset 
18. Comedian and TV 52. 1991 men’s 
host Wimbledon champ 
19. Uppermost portions 54. Central Chinese 
of the brain province 
21. City in Transylvania 56. Predisposition 
22.Where astronauts go 60. A notice of someone’s 
23. Men’s hairstyle death 
24, Indicates position 61. One-time Kentucky 
25. One point east of due Rep. 
south 62. Swiss river 
28. Businessmen may 63. Dried-up 
have one 64. Finger millet 
29, Grass part 65. Allan Poe 
31. Running back Gurley 66. German river 
33. Unwavering 67. Brew 


39. Greek mountain 

41, Pastas 

44. Fishes 

45. Wrap 

46. Potentially a criminal 
(slang) 

48. Seize 

49. The Constitution State 


Ol 
Ny 
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Since COVID -19 severely limited their 
ability to perform in person, the Easthamp- 
ton-based husband and wife team shifted 
into making music/dance films under the 
name Dragon Circle Productions. 

Volver is the third film they have co-cre- 
ated in the last six months. 

During the April 7 Zoom event, Mar- 
roquin and Silva will share the film and 
present a brief retrospective of their work. 
The audience will have an opportunity to 
converse with one another, share respons- 
es, and participate in a discussion on the 
themes that inspired the film: exile, mem- 
ory, loss, and identity. 

The presentation is part of the HCC’s 
ongoing series of events highlighting Lat- 
inx artists and cultures and the college's 
Latinx Studies program. 

To register for the event, please go to: 
hec.edu/volver 
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26.__ or bust 

27. \celandic poems 

29. A citizen of Pakistan 

30. Very pale 

32. Metric linear unit 

34. Sea eagle 

39. Biblical judge of Israel 

3/7. Isaac’s mother (Bib.) 

40. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.) 

42. Cool! 

43, Large hotel room 

47. Type of boat (abbr.) 

49, Picked 

50. Type of hookah 

92. Attack 

93. Directs 

59. Belgian WWII 
resistance fighter 

56. Finished negotiation 

9/7. Heroic tale 

98. Middle Eastern 
country 

59. Protein-rich liquids 

61. Malaysian Isthmus 

65. Spielberg's alien 


68. Kenyan river 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Millisecond 

2. Acts as military 
assistant 

3. Knot in a tree 

4. Husband-and-wife 
industrial designers 

5. The Ocean State 

6. Point the finger at 

7. Parts in a machine 

8. Midway between 
northeast and east 

9. Portray precisely 

10. Blister 

11. Mental illness 

12. Nose of an animal 

14, What students 
receive 

17. Semitic peoples 

20. Beats per minute 

21. Family of drugs 

23. Atrocious 

25. Type of microscope 
(abbr.) 
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COVID-19 testing at HCC extended 
through June 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 


The COVID-19 test site at Holyoke Community College will continue to offer drive-thru testing until the end 


of June. 


HOLYOKE — Even though infection 
rates have been dropping and vaccina- 
tions are becoming more readily available, 
free “Stop the Spread” COVID-19 testing at 
Holyoke Community College has been ex- 
tended through June 2021, according to the 
Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is con- 
ducted six days a week in parking lot H 
near the western entrance to the Donahue 
Building on the college's main campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

Wait times for tests are not nearly as 
long as they used to be, according to site 
administrators, with only a handful of vehi- 
cles lined up at the busiest times. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop the 
Spread” drive-through testing site since 
last summer to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue, turn left onto the 
Campus Road and proceed to parking lot 


H. There will be signs and parking atten- 
dants on site to manage the flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; and Tuesday and Thursday 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts resi- 
dents, and conducted on a first-come, first- 
serve basis. There are no appointments and 
no referral is necessary. Turnaround time 
for results is typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the Stop the 
Spread test sites across the tate can be 
found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-de- 
tails/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may sometimes 
be cancelled due to inclement weather. Be 
sure to visit the Holyoke Board of Health 
website for up-to-date information on can- 
cellations: 

https://www.holyoke.org/depart- 
ments/board-of-health 








Sidewalks on Springfield Street were improved 
last year. Funding was approved Monday night to 
continue those efforts in town. 
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er lane intersection, road improvements 
near the Morgan-Sullivan bridge and in- 
tersection, and resurfacing of several 
streets. Sidewalks have been improved 
through Feeding Hills, including almost 
all of Springfield Street getting new, wider 
sidewalks, and in some cases, sidewalks on 
both sides of the road. 

The town is looking to solicit bids for 
more roadwork and get work completed 
during the spring and early summer. How- 
ever, one caveat of the funding request is 
that any unspent money at the end of the 
fiscal year, June 30, will be returned to free 
cash. 

The $250,000 are for the purchase and 
installation of decorative street lighting 
near the bridge. The state is paying for the 
costs of replacing the Morgan-Sullivan 
Bridge and the towns of West Springfield 
and Agawam agreed to play for lighting 
around the bridge. 

The councils Finance Subcommittee 
recommended the spending, its chair, 
Councilor Dino Mercadante said. 

“The situation with the lighting moved 
up because of the bridge construction, he 
said. “The DOT wants to wrap this up. 

According to the law department, West 





PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
Feeding Hills Center has seen significant improve- 
ments in the past two years. 


Springfield has received a quote for light- 
ing. Agawam is basing its $250,000 request 
off that estimate with some contingency if 
the quote comes in higher. 

Sapelli originally expected to make a 
request for funding to the city council for 
FY2022, but the accelerated timeline of the 
project, some in part due to the Big E being 
cancelled and favorable weather to contin- 
ue work during the colder months, pushed 
up the request. The town is hoping to have 
the lighting installed as the bridge work is 
completed. 

“These requests were not unanticipat- 
ed, said Council President Christopher 
Johnson. “It was needed in order to take 
advantage of the matching funds from 
Chapter 90- 

The Town currently has nearly $11.5 
million in free cash nearing the end of the 
fiscal year. Unused budget money from 
FY2021 could go into free cash in FY2022. 
The town has consistently had a healthy 
free cash supply. 

According to Mercadante, road and 
sidewalk improvements are supposed to 
take place on Southwick Street, in Feeding 
Hills Center, South West Street, Springfield 
Street, Suffield Street, and a part of South 
Westfield Street. 


Passenger rail team sees reasons to feel optimistic 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION — The wheels of gov- 
ernment are known to turn ex- 
cruciatingly slow, but citizens and 
public officials pushing for the cre- 
ation of a passenger rail line from 
Pittsfield to Boston are feeling 
some momentum building. 

In one instance, someone in a 
position to exert power has given 
the project a legislative push. State 
Sen. Eric Lesser, who represents 
the First Hampden and Hampshire 
districts, introduced a bill called 
“An Act to establish fast, frequent, 
and reliable passenger rail service 
between Pittsfield and Boston via 
Springfield” to codify the proposal 
and unlock tens of millions of dol- 
lars in state funding that has been 
approved but remains unspent. 

“I dont know that’s going to 
pass or anyone is going to do 
that, but it was a stroke of genius 
on Lesser’s part to basically say, 
‘we want this to happen. You will 
start running east-west rail pas- 
senger service in January 2022,” 
Ben Hood, chairman of the Rail 
Steering Committee, said during a 
recent meeting held virtually over 
Zoom. 

The bill says MassDOT “shall 
run passenger rail service between 
the cities of Pittsfield and Boston 
via Springfield at least five-times 
daily on the existing CSX rail line. 
The department may utilize the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Author- 
ity or contract with outside entities 
in order to run said passenger rail 
service. The department may also 
utilize a portion or all of the $50 
million in capital authorization 
allocated for East-West passenger 
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rail service. 
Co-signed by Senators Anne 


Gobi (Worcester, | Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Middlesex), Jo- 
anne Comerford (Hampshire, 


Franklin, and Worcester), Rebecca 
Rausch (Norfolk, Bristol, and Mid- 
dlesex) and Representatives Brian 
Ashe (Second Hampden), Jake Ol- 
iveira (Seventh Hampden), Kelly 
Pease (Fourth Hampden) and Todd 
Smola (First Hampden), the bill 
also directs MassDOT to “conduct 
an economic impact analysis on 
the economic benefits and trans- 
formational impact” of the rail 
line, which would include a depot 
in Palmer, and seek out additional 
funding sources.’ 
Crunching numbers 

Early in the steering commit- 
tee meeting, members discussed 
the critical cost-to-benefit-ratio in 
a MassDOT study completed last 
year. Widely panned as inaccu- 
rate by passenger rail advocates 
because of the method MassDOT 
used to arrive at its figure, the CBR 
is typically a deciding factor in 
whether or not projects are eligible 
for federal funding. The East-West 
Rail is projected to come with a 
price tag of at least $2.4 billion - 
and as much as $4 billion. 

“The economic impact analysis 
— that could be a positive and make 
something happen that helps allay 
the CBR, Hood said. 

Whatever the mechanics, steer- 
ing committee members said they 
think the stars could be aligning 
for the project. The Biden admin- 
istration has promised a massive 
national infrastructure project and 
is known as a fan of passenger rail. 
His Transportation Secretary, Pete 
Buttigieg, is a close friend of Less- 
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ers from their college days and 
Massachusetts has some influen- 
tial voices in congress, including 
House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee Chair Richard Neal and Sen. Ed 
Markey, who serves on two trans- 
portation-related subcommittees. 
Both have gone on record as in fa- 
vor of creating the new passenger 
rail line. 

“We should leverage our feder- 
al partners when there's an open- 
ing for that, steering committee 
member Jessica Sizer, a Palmer 
Town Council member who was 
appointed as the town of Barre ad- 
ministrator nearly a year ago. 

Steering committee member 
and Palmer Community Devel- 
opment Director Sarah Szczebak 
said she learned while applying 
for federal bridge grants that “rail 
projects are eligible’ and was sur- 
prised to discover the “grades” as- 
signed to various projects, which 
include their CBRs, don't always 
carry as much weight as having a 
well-placed advocate. 

“If someone gets in their ear 
and says, ‘I want this project in 
Massachusetts, you get on the list 
whether you scored high or not,’ 
she said. “It sounds like you can 
easily overcome (an unfavorable 
CBR) if you have a strong enough 
champion Washington.’ 

It’s also possible that MassDOT 
will revisit the CBR. The most re- 
cent study recommended a second 
look along with other continued 
fact-finding. 

“The MassDOT study suggested 
there would be state officials work- 
ing with federal officials looking at 
this benefit-to-cost ratio because 
the project is (coming up short 
of) meeting the required ratio for 
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funding, Linda Leduc, Palmer's 
town planner, and a steering com- 
mittee member, said. 

Hood said hes encouraged by 
all the tailwinds and reminded the 
rest of the committee there is $50 
million in the state budget for the 
project just waiting to be tapped. 

“Now, $50 million doesn't get us 
a train, but it does cover things like 
planning and preparatory work of 
some sort — if they decide to appro- 
priate and spend it,’ he said. “And 
we can start small. It doesn't have 
to be that two to four billion. It can 
be something smaller to get the 
project going. 

Leduc said another encourag- 
ing sign is a call she had last week 
with an aide in Neal's office that 
confirmed “Congressman Neal 
not only understands our need for 
bridge repair but is very aware of 
the rail project. 

“I thought that was promising, 
she said. 

Depot planning 

Last month, Palmer Town 
Council tasked the committee with 
shifting its focus to what Town 
Manager Ryan McNutt described 
as a ‘station site committee’ and 
during last week's meeting com- 
mittee members rehashed some 
past studies and discussed what 
they need to move forward. 

Scarlet Lamothe, a committee 
member who wasnt in last week’s 
meeting, said in past meetings and 
forums that her family’s restaurant 
— Steaming Tender, inside Palm- 
ers original depot - is interested 
in having the platform for a new 
passenger rail line built nearby. 
Her family even purchased more 
property in the vicinity that could 
be used for parking, she said. Hood 





referenced those comments as an 
example of the mindset the steer- 
ing committee should adopt. 

“Were at that point where we 
should think ‘what if this were to 
happen? and figure out the factors 
of what goes into this decision, 
Hood said. 

“We probably want to have a 
platform compatible with Am- 
trak, he said because of potential 
ties to the Springfield-New Haven 
line now in service. At some point, 
Hood said, the town and commit- 
tee will likely need to contract with 
a consultant to help sort through 
the options available. 

“All these technical details, we 
need to resolve, he said. 

Leduc estimates it would cost 
between $50,000 and $75,000 to 
hire a consultant. 

“Tl keep my eye out for fund- 
ing sources in the meantime but 
I'm sure there's funding out there,’ 
she said. “There is plenty of grant 
money out there, but it’s probably 
something we'll tackle next fiscal 
year. 

Committee member Anne Mill- 
er suggested money from the Mass. 
Transportation Bond Gov. Baker 
signed last year could be used to 
pay for it. 

The committee also plans to 
follow up on a suggestion from a 
prior meeting to start researching 
how other towns built new rail 
platforms. One thing is clear: Com- 
mittee members plan on moving 
the project forward at every op- 
portunity. 

“We need to stay on MassDOT’s 
radar, Hood said. 


wider access for all adults to the vaccine 
for a while, 

In addition to the city council and 
school committee meetings, the Planning 
Board and Zoning Board of Appeals often 
draw members of the public to meetings 
in order to comment on public hearing 
involving applicants looking to do things 
like build houses, businesses, or construct 
structures that would affect abutters to a 
given property. 

All of these meetings have been held via 
Zoom for the past year. City council and 
school committee meetings have been held 
remotely, but have also still been broadcast 
on public access television. Public partici- 
pation has been made possible via confer- 
ence calls for public hearings, and the abil- 
ity to email public comment in prior to the 
meetings. Both bodies meet at Agawam Ju- 


nior High School, while the Agawam Public 
Library or senior center are used for many 
other committee meetings. 

Vaccine distribution in the state and lo- 
cally has continued to increase significant- 
ly in recent weeks. On April 19, the state is 
expected to make vaccine appointments 
available to any person age 16 and up. The 
vaccine is currently in Phase 2, available to 
certain populations based on occupation, 
or elder age. 

If the town grants public access to meet- 
ings in July, it will have an opportunity to 
phase in public participation slowly be- 
cause there are limited numbers of meet- 
ings during July and August and limited 
business discussed during those months 
due to both it being the summer and the 
very beginning of the fiscal year. 
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The resolution reads, “Whereas, the 
PERAC examination revealed potential 
mismanagement of funds and potential 
violations of state ethics laws, as well as, 
other state statutes, which call into ques- 
tions the ability of the leadership of the 
Hampden County Regional Contributory 
Retirement System to continue to fulfill 
their sworn fiduciary duties to the partic- 
ipating communities in the retirement sys- 
tem; whereas, a change in leadership of the 
Hampden County Regional Contributory 
Retirement System would be in the best 
interests of the Town of Agawam...the Aga- 
wam City Council hereby joins with Mayor 
William Sapelli in express its lack of con- 
fidence in the leadership of the Hampden 
County Regional Contributory Retirement 
System.’ 

The board held a meeting in early March 
to go over the result of the audit. It was a 
virtual meeting that include officials from 
multiple communities. They also have ex- 
pressed a lack of confidence in the leader- 
ship. 

Agawams officials, including the city 


council and Sapelli, had remained quiet 
about the situation until the resolution was 
filed last Thursday with the city council. 

The board met last week as well, but did 
not discuss the audit. 

The issue came up as new business on 
the Agawam City Council agenda and was 
not referred to a subcommittee. It will then 
likely come up for discussion at the April 20 
meeting. 

When the original issue came forward, 
Sapelli released a statement on the town's 
website stating the town was not taking a 
position on the issue, instead allowing for 
the various investigations to go through. 

Agawam is the largest town in the group 
of contributors. Ludlow, Palmer, Hampden, 
and Wilbraham are also towns contrib- 
uting to the board. A couple of the select 
boards in the smaller towns have demand- 
ed the resignations of the board members. 

In a late-breaking update just prior to 
press time, a report surface that Theroux 
was going to resign from the board. But 
that report has not been confirmed by the 
Agawam Advertiser News. 
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Opinion 
SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Will my 
widow’s benefit 
replace my own 
benefits? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: My husband is 76, retired 
for four years, and receiving Social Securi- 
ty. 1 am only 59 and still working. We are 
both in good health and Id like to think we 
still have many years to enjoy retirement. 
My question: Is it true that if I start Social 
Security at 62, I can switch to my husband's 
Social Security benefits when he passes? 
If this is true (and his amount is slightly 
higher than my FRA amount), wouldn't it 
make sense for me to begin collecting at 
62? Signed: Younger Spouse 

Dear Younger Spouse: Yes, it is true 
that if you start your reduced personal So- 
cial Security benefit at age 62, and your hus- 
band (collecting a benefit higher than your 
own) predeceases you, you can switch to his 
higher benefit amount. But there are some 
other factors which come into play when 
dealing with survivor benefits, especially 
with an age difference: 

- You must be at least 60 years old to 
claim your survivor benefit (or 50 if you are 
disabled). 

¢ Your survivor benefit will be reduced 
if you haven't yet reached your own full re- 
tirement age (FRA) when you claim it. The 
reduction is 4.75% for each full year earlier 
than your FRA that you claim the survivor 
benefit. 

- You do not need to take your survivor 
benefit immediately upon your husband's 
death. Your survivor benefit as your hus- 
band’s widow reaches maximum at your 
FRA, and you can choose to delay claiming 
your widows benefit until you reach your 
FRA (to get the maximum amount). 

- If you claim any Social Security benefit 
before your FRA (your own or your survi- 
vor benefit), and you are working, you'll be 
subject to Social Security's “earnings test” 
which limits how much you can earn before 
SS takes back some of your benefits. 

Considering the above, if your eventual 
benefit as your husband's widow will be the 
highest benefit you will be entitled to, then 
claiming your personal Social Security ben- 
efit at age 62 may be a prudent strategy. It 
allows you to collect your own benefit ear- 
lier (albeit reduced) until your higher sur- 
vivor benefit kicks in to replace the smaller 
amount. 

However, your plans for working prior to 
your full retirement age are key to deciding 
if you should claim benefits earlier. If you 
exceed the earnings limit ($18,960 for 2021), 
Social Security will take away some of your 
benefits, which could mean you go without 
benefits until they recover what you owe. 
Indeed, if your earnings are high enough, 
you may find that you would get no Social 
Security benefits because the amount you 
owe for exceeding the earnings limit would 
completely offset your Social Security ben- 
efit. 

So, as you can see, if you are working 
with a high income, the earnings limit 
might imply that waiting until your FRA 
to claim any Social Security benefit is the 
smartest move. But if you don't work after 
you claim Social Security, then taking your 
own benefit early and later switching to 
your higher widow's benefit at or after your 
FRA would be a sound choice. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin- 
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the So- 
cial Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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The best way to root stem cuttings 


eil, who reads the column in the Wilbra- 

| \ | ham Times, asked the Garden Lady to write 

about taking stem cuttings. He enjoyed my 

commentary on houseplants from a few weeks 

back and seemed interested in trying his hand at 

propagating some of his own plants by this meth- 
od. Here you go, Neil! I wish you loads of success. 

Getting a piece of stem to form roots is rela- 
tively easy. Here are a few tips that will 
guarantee your success. First, make 
sure that the plant you are taking the 
cuttings from, called the “stock plant,’ is 
insect and disease-free and well hydrat- 
ed. Plan to take cuttings in the morning 
before the heat of the day has a chance to 
cause any wilting. A clean, sharp pair of 
scissors or hand pruners is the best tool 
for the job. Cuttings can be taken at any re 
time during the growing season. Spring | iu 
is a great time to take cuttings of plants 
that youve overwintered provided they 
are growing well. Just this past week I 
took cuttings of both scented geraniums 
and rosemary. 

Begin by examining your stock plant. Those 
stems with the closest placed nodes are the best 
choice for cutting material. Nodes are the point on 
the stem from which the leaves grow. ‘There is a 
strong accumulation of hormones is in this area; 
for that reason stem cuttings are taken just after a 
node. Terminal cuttings, (those from the growth 
tip) three to four inches long are desirable. It is 
tempting to take longer pieces, figuring that the 
end result will be a larger plant. These are likely to 
wilt before they root or take a very long time to root 
because the stems are woodier the further down 
you go. Play it safe with stout cuttings. 

There are all kinds of potting mediums in which 
to place the cutting while it is grows roots. Ideally it 
should be able to hold enough moisture to keep the 
cutting turgid yet not hold so much that it rots the 
stem. Sand, perlite, and soilless potting mixes have 
all been used with success. Water is not recom- 


IN THE 
GARDEN 





mended as “watery roots” will have a harder time 
adapting to potting soil later on. I have had good 
luck rooting cuttings in peat-based potting mixes 
that are formulated for seed starting. Moisten the 
material well and fill your clean container of choice 
up to the top and tamp it down. 

Cut only a few cuttings at a time so that wilt- 
ing doesn't occur while you prepare the stems for 
insertion into the growing medium. Strip 
off the bottom one-third of leaves from 
the cutting. If you wish to shorten the 
amount of time it takes for rooting to oc- 
cur, a commercial rooting hormone can 
be used. ‘These come in powder or liquid 
forms. Follow the directions on the con- 
tainer. I have found that “less is more” 
when using these products. When you 
are ready to “stick” the cutting make an 
indentation into the growing medium 
with a pencil or dibble first; do not push 
in with the stem! After the cutting is in- 
serted, firm the medium around it well so 
that it stays in place. Put the container, 
cuttings and all in a clear plastic bag and place ina 
shady location. The humidity within the bag ought 
to prevent the stems from wilting. Water well, only 
about once weekly. After a month or so, roots will 
begin to form on the scented geraniums; rosemary 
may take six weeks or more. 

Transplanting into individual pots can be done 
once the roots equal or surpass the size of the cut- 
ting. I like to start out with a small pot and trans- 
plant up a size or two at a time as the plant grows; 
likewise, using newly-rooted cuttings together in a 
mixed planter works well, too. 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu- 
setts. For the last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question’ in the subject line. 





HISTORY MATTERS 


Conservation Corps, Space age and 


animal cruelty 


History Matters is a biweekly feature courtesy of 
The Grateful American Book Prize, which is given to 
childrens books that emphasize the importance of 
American history. 


April 1 to April 15 
By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


Intrinsically, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was a 
conservationist, who once said, “the forests are the 
lungs of our land [which] purify our air and give 
fresh strength to our people. 

On April 5, 1933, a year after he was elected Pres- 
ident, FDR formed the Civilian Conservation Corps 
[CCC]; he believed it would put thousands of citi- 


zens back to work during “the Great Depression” 
and ensure the health of Americas woodlands. 

Those who enlisted in “Roosevelt's Tree Army” 
got $30 per month, approximately $600 in 2021 
currency, and access to vocational education to 
facilitate their re-entry into the job market. En- 
listment was intended to be only six months, but 
many of the recruits stayed longer. 

According to History.com, “CCC employees 
fought forest fires, planted trees, cleared and main- 
tained access roads, re-seeded grazing lands and 
implemented soil-erosion controls. They built 
wildlife refuges, fish-rearing facilities, water stor- 
age basins and animal shelters. To encourage cit- 
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Valley Press Club scholarship 
applications being accepted 


REGION - The Valley Press Club, based 
in Springfield, Mass., will award up to six 
$1,000 scholarships to high school seniors 
in Western Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut who are interested in pursu- 
ing a career in journalism. 

The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students planning ca- 
reers in print, online or broadcast journal- 
ism. 

The Republican Scholarship, funded by 
The Republican, is for students living with- 
in the newspaper's circulation area who are 
planning careers in print journalism. 

The 22News Scholarship, funded by 
WWLP-22News is for students planning 
careers in broadcast journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial Schol- 
arship, established in memory of a chief 
photographer for the Springfield News- 
papers, is for students planning careers in 
photojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial Schol- 
arship, established in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, editor and au- 
thor, is for students who are underrepre- 
sented, in the Springfield, Mass. area, plan- 
ning careers in journalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded by Mr. 


Jaffe, the Valley Press Clubs first scholar- 
ship recipient in 1964, who retired in 2015 
as vice president of talent negotiation and 
production recruitment at ESPN, is for stu- 
dents planning careers in broadcast jour- 
nalism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career 
goals, writing ability, scholastic aptitude 
and overall achievement as measured by 
an applicant's high school transcript, class 
rank, academic awards, SAT scores and ex- 
tracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are  avail- 
able at www.ValleyPressClub.com, high 
school guidance offices, or by emailing 
NTassinari@TheBigE.com Applications 
may be sent by mail to Noreen Tassinari, 
VPC Scholarship Chair, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Avenue, West 
Springfield, MA 01089 or electronically to 
NTassinari@TheBigE.com. The deadline for 
submissions is April 15. Over the course 
of five decades, The Valley Press Club has 
presented over $130,000 in scholarships to 
eligible students. 

The Valley Press Club consists of active 
and retired journalists and public relations 
professionals from corporate and nonprof- 
it organizations. 
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izens to get out and enjoy Americas natu- 
ral resources, FDR authorized the CCC to 
build bridges and campground facilities. 
From 1933 to 1942, the CCC employed over 
3 million men.’ 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “Hitch”by Jeanette Ingold. 

Space age 

Americas space age began April 9, 1959, 
when seven test pilots with “The Right 
Stuff” were formally presented to the na- 
tion as its inaugural astronauts. The “Mer- 
cury Project’, as they were known, was 
composed of Scott Carpenter, L. Gordon 
Cooper Jr., John H. Glenn Jr., Virgil “Gus” 
Grissom, Walter Schirra Jr., Alan Shepard 
Jr. and Donald Slayton. 

Their goal was to launch a sequence of 
successfully manned missions to space. 

Two years earlier, the Soviet Union had 
astonished the world, when it put the first 
artificial satellite, Sputnik, into orbit, but 
America, resolved to eclipse them, was 
stunned a second time, when their cos- 
monaut, Yuri Gagarin, piloted the planet's 
first manned space flight in April 1961, less 
than a month before Mercury astronaut 
Alan Shepard, went up in his spacecraft, 
the Freedom 7. 

By then, the hustle for celestial superior- 
ity was ramped up with a zing, but the US. 
continued to lag--until 1969, when NASAs 
Apollo astronauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins took “one gi- 
ant leap for mankind”’—and landed on the 
moon. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “Proj- 
ect Mercury: America in Space Series” by 
Eugen Reichl. 

Preventing animal cruelty 

Henry Bergh was a wealthy man who 
learned a great lesson when he was given 
a diplomatic post at the U.S. Embassy in 
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Russia by President Abraham Lincoln. As 
one account put it, “While in St. Peters- 
burgh he is reputed to have seen a droshkie 
or Russian peasant beating his fallen cart 
horse. Bergh dismounted from his own 
carriage and intervened, saving the horse 
from a further beating that day. Upon his 
return to America in 1865, he stopped in 
England and met with the president of the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals. Once back in New York, Bergh 
quickly took action to affect the formation 
of a similar society in the United States.’ 

On April 10, 1866, he founded Ameri- 
can Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals; it became a model for the New 
York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children. 

His passion and his accounts of the cru- 
elties suffered by animals enabled him to 
convince the New York State Legislature to 
give him a charter to organize the first AS- 
PCA, and to enact the first anti-cruelty law 
in the United States. 

The ASPCA also got the power to inves- 
tigate complaints of animal cruelty, and to 
make arrests. History.com notes that “As 
the pioneer and innovator of the humane 
movement, the ASPCA quickly became the 
model for more than 25 other humane or- 
ganizations in the United States and Can- 
ada.’ 

By the time Bergh died in 1888, 37 of the 
38 states in the Union [at that time] had 
passed anti-cruelty laws.’ 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “A Traitor to His Species: Henry 
Bergh and the Birth of the Animal Rights 
Movement, 1st Edition, by Ernest Freeberg, 
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Holocaust survivor, activist to speak 


VIRTUAL - Springfield College wel- 
comes Holocaust survivor, author, and 
human rights activist Marione Ingram 
on Thursday, April 8, from 4 to 6 p.m. This 
event is free and open to the College and 
local community. 

In this lecture, Marione Ingram will 
share excerpts from her memoirs The 
Hands of War and The Hands of Peace. 
She will discuss the failure to respond to 
fascism and racism in Europe in the 1930s 
and 40s, and the nonviolent responses to 
those evils in the U.S. in the 1960s. She will 
then try to relate her experiences to the 
challenges that students face today. 

Ingram is a writer, artist and human 
rights activist who experienced the Ho- 
locaust, Europe's deadliest bombing, and 
the wrath of the Ku Klux Klan in Missis- 
sippi. Throughout the turbulent 60s and 
70s, and into the 21st century, Ingram 


continued to protest racism, war, sex- 
ism, Apartheid, and police violence. In- 
grams Holocaust memoir, The Hands of 
War, became a New York Times bestseller 
in 2014 and was published in Germany 
in 2016, newly titled: Kriegskind (Child 
of War). Parts of the book also were pub- 
lished in Russia and the British literary 
journal, Granta, and in Best American Es- 
says of 2007. A companion memoir pub- 
lished in 2015, The Hands of Peace, cele- 
brates the countless acts of nonviolent 
defiance that culminated in the Civil 
Rights Acts of 1964 and 1965. 

Sponsors: Springfield College Office 
of Spiritual Life; Holocaust Remembrance 
Committee; Department of Literature, 
Writing, and Journalism; Department of 
Humanities and Social Sciences; and De- 
partment of Visual and Performing Arts. 





Straw Dog Writers Guild plans 
April events; all virtual and free 


VIRTUAL - The Straw Dog Writers 
Guild will hold several online events in 
April. All events are free and open to the 
public. Following are the events and infor- 
mation on how to register. 

- April 6, Writers Night In, 7 p.m., open 
mic with featured Reader Sharon Tracey 

Sharon Tracey is a poet, editor, and 
author of two poetry collections: “Five 
Centuries of Women Artists” and “What 
I Remember Most is Everything. Her 
newest book, “Chroma, is inspired by the 
work of 47 female artists painting across 
five centuries. The poems explore what it 
means to be human, a woman, a creator. 
Tracey lives and writes in Amherst. To 
register, email wno@strawdogwriters.org 
for a link to the event. Include your first 


and last name and zip code. Ten names 
will be selected at random to read prior to 
the featured reader. Each reader will have 
five minutes. 

¢ April 11, 2 to 4 p.m., Hilltowns open 
mic with featured reader Ann Averill 

Ann Averill is the author of “Teach- 
er Dropout, Finding Grace in an Unjust 
School? It is based on experience teach- 
ing in an urban school. Excerpts appeared 
in Writers Digest best of short short sto- 
ries collection. Her flash memoir was 
published in WriteAngles Journal and on 
her blog @anncaverill.com. 

To attend, email Jane Roy Brown for a 
link to the event: brownjaneroy@gmail. 
com. 
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Agawam High School Counseling Bulletin 


Reminders: 

All students should be checking their Naviance ac- 
counts on a regular basis. There is so much valuable in- 
formation for all students, whether youre headed directly 
into the work force, the military, or college upon gradua- 
tion from AHS. If you can't access your account, please be 
in touch with your School Counselor. 

Open Houses/Informational Sessions/Discovery Days: 

New England Area Regional Representatives (NE- 
ARR) is looking forward to deliver a series of Admissions 
Bootcamp webinars for students and their supporters: 

April 8: Ask Admissions Anything | 7pm 

April 13: Application Case Studies | 7pm 

Registration for these events is OPEN NOW and can 
be found here: https://regionalreps.org/admissions-boot- 
camp. 

MassHire/South Shore Career Center will be hosting 
2021 Future Fair, a virtual event to explore colleges and 
other post-high school opportunities. The program will be 
held on Wednesday, April 14 from 12 noon to 3 p.m. Stu- 
dents may register at portal.premiervirtual.com/event/ 
register-jobseeker/4149-future-fair 

The National Association of College Admission Coun- 
seling will be hosting Focus Fairs designed especially for 


students with special interests or residing in specific re- 
gions: US (April 10), and Southeastern US (April 20). Stu- 
dents may register at virtualcollegefairs.org 

Colleges and universities will be hosting information 
and recruitment events, in a variety of formats, in the next 
couple of months. Check the colleges’ websites for more 
information and to confirm the date and time of the event. 
While campus visits may look and feel different during this 
time, it is important to take advantage of these programs 
to learn as much as you can about the schools that are of 
interest to you. 


$cholarship Information: 

Applications are now available for the Emily K. Dushane 
Memorial Foundation Scholarship. Applicants must be 
graduating from Agawam High School in 2021 and must be 
attending a college or university ( full-time) this fall. Appli- 
cations are available in Naviance and are due by April 15. 

The Charitable and Educational Trust of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, Order Sons of Italy in America 
is offering 20 scholarships (maximum value of $1,000) to 
eligible high school seniors. Applications must be post- 
marked no later than April 15, 2021. Please visit osiama. 
org/scholarships for details. 


Jenks Productions Presents the 31st Annual Springfield 


DRIDAL EAP! 


SPONSORED By. Ge Requblican. mss 


Event will practice Social Distancing, 
Hand Sanitation Stations, temperature scanned 
on entry and face mask requirement. 


APHIL 7&0 § 


Better a Center, ‘Home of the Big E”’ | 1805 Memorial Ave., West Sonate’ MA 


SAT. & SUN. 11-4 
ADMISSION $10.00 
Morning Session 11-1:30 
Afternoon Session 1:30-4 
Pre-purchase tickets at 
jenksproductions.com 
Limited number of tickets 
at the door 


PARTICIPATING COMPANIES INCLUDE 


Bridal Shops * Formal Wear. Invitations. Health & Wellness. Photographers * Videographers ° Florists 
Caterers * Disc Jockeys « Entertainment « Make-Up & Hair Stylists 
Travel Agents * Banquet Facilities *» Wedding Consultants * Hotels * Gifts & Much More! 


REGISTER AT THE SHOW TO WIN THE GRAND PRIZE PACKAGE GIVEAWAY! 


JENKSPRODUCTIONS.COM - (800) 955-7469 


Personalized, 


weather 

2x5.5 ft. resistant vinyl 
banner with 

549,95 grommets. 












OLIV 


Class of 202] 


Class of 


3 xX 6 ft. 


$69.95 


Other sizes 

available 
Please call 
for pricing. 


LUDLOW’ HIGH BynOOl 





A ee i ee 1 OO eS =| 2B) 


Please send your banner request to 


dsloat@turley.com 
You will need to submit a high 
resolution digital image. 


Please include name, theme, colors 
and contact phone number. 


or CALL 413-283-8393 


*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE 
Delivery/Shipping additional charge. 





The R. Kenneth Grady Memorial Scholarship is open to 
any Agawam High School Senior residing in Agawam who 
are planning to attend college with a major in the field of 
Criminal Justice, Law Enforcement or any other four year 
degree. All applications must be completed and submitted 
no later than April 15, 2021. The scholarship and award 
(one to a female, one to a male) will be based on a com- 
bination of the applicant's character, grade point average, 
class rank, and information based on the scholarship ap- 
plication. Applications are available in Naviance. 

The Mark Bavis Leadership Foundation provides se- 
lected recipients with annual grants ranging from $1,000 
to $5,000 to be used for school tuition, summer programs, 
and other extracurricular activities. The award is not aca- 
demically based, but instead based on financial need. The 
committee is looking for exceptional leaders and people 
who have proven leadership within their school. Applica- 
tions are available in Naviance and must be submitted by 
April 15, 2021. 

The Springfield Garden Club invites high school seniors, 
undergraduate and graduate students who are residents of 
Hampden County and are majoring or have been accepted 
to major in one of the accepted horticulture or environ- 
mental related fields to apply for a $2,000 scholarship for 
the 2021-2022 academic year. The deadline for receipt of all 
documentation is Thursday, April 15, 2021. Please contact 
Scholarship Committee Co-Chair, Elizabeth Tongue, at 
413-627-5503 or Jane Glushik at SGCscholarship@gmail. 
com for more information or to request an electronic ver- 
sion of these two documents, or visit our website at www. 
ecfm.org/springfieldgardenclub . 

The Valley Press Club will be awarding scholarships of 
$1,000 each to students interested in print, online, photo 
or broadcast journalism. While grades and financial need 
are considerations, primary emphasis will be placed on a 
demonstrated desire to pursue a career in journalism. The 
deadline for applications is April 15, 2021. Applications are 
available on the club website: valleypressclub.com 

The Italian Cultural Center of Western Massachusetts is 
offering scholarships of both $1000 and $500 to graduating 
seniors of Italian heritage. The application can be found at 
www.iccwm.org under the Scholarship tab. If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact Sandra Vella at iccscholar- 
ship@comcast.net or 413-784-1492. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than April 15 in order for consider- 
ation. 

The Agawam Little League Memorial Scholarship appli- 
cation has been posted in Naviance. Applications are due 
by April 15. Graduating seniors, male or female, who have 
participated in Agawam Little League are eligible to apply. 

The Massachusetts Broadcasters Association Student 
Broadcaster Scholarship is offered to eligible students 
majoring in a broadcast-related field. Applications are 
available for download at massbroadcasters.org. Any ques- 
tions can be directed to Jordan Walton at 800-471-1875 or 
jordan@massbroadcaster.org. Applications must be post- 
marked by April 16, 2021. 

Applications are now available for the Agawam Youth 
Football Memorial Scholarship. Students must indicate 
their participation in Pee Wee, Juniors, and/or Seniors 
football. Applications are available in Naviance and must 
be submitted by April 20. 

The Yankee Heritage Tole (YHT) is offering the Dolly 
Lancaster Scholarship to a graduating senior who will be 
continuing their education with a major in visual arts. Stu- 
dents must have a portfolio with original artwork as part 
of the application. The application is available in Naviance 
and is due by April 20, 2021. 

Agawam High School seniors who attended Granger 
School and plan to continue their education are eligible to 
apply for the Clifford M. Granger PTO Scholarship. Appli- 
cations are available in Naviance and are due no later than 
April 21. 
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Vincent Wallace attempts to come down with the catch. 


Brownies pick up second win 


AGAWAM - In their third 
game of the bubble season, Aga- 
wam High School football pulled 
out an impressive win over East 
Longmeadow 35-7. Agawam was 
all over the East Longmeadow 


MIAA 


defense for the first three quar- 
ters. Elijah Torres had a huge 
game with 188 yards rushing and 
three touchdowns scored. Jau- 
von Smith had a receiving touch- 
down and Jermaine Norfleet also 


State tournament 
added for spring sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - This fall, a state- 
wide tournament will take the 
place of the Western Massachu- 
setts tournaments schools in 
the region have been used to for 
many years. 

This school year was sup- 
posed to be the final year of the 
sectional tournaments held that 
are sponsored by the Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association. However, two of 
those tournaments, the fall and 
winter, were cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It also cancelled what existed 
for a state tournament, which 
consisted of sectional champion 
versus sectional champion. The 
four sectional champions would 
meet in semifinals and then fi- 
nals. 

While the MIAA was looking 
to hold a spring tournament, it 
was only going to occur at the 
sectional level. Now, the Board 
of Directors have approved the 
two-game state tournaments 
for the spring season, which 
will begin on Monday, April 26. 
There will be a short preseason 
and games will begin in early 
May. 

The spring season is set to 


include baseball, softball, la- 
crosse, tennis, outdoor track, 
and boys volleyball. It is also 
supposed to include wrestling, 
a winter sport that was deemed 
to high to happen during the 
winter while there was a second 
major spike in COVID-19 cases. 

The MIAA Tournament Man- 
agement Committee met on 
Thursday, March 25 to discuss 
the spring tournaments. 

The key to tournaments will 
take place on June 2. That is the 
deadline for teams to opt in or 
out of the tournament. Schools 
will have the ability to decide, 
for the safety of their students, 
whether or not they will partic- 
ipate in a spring tournament. 
The opt-in or out is for schools 
that may be in high-risk areas 
and do not want to risk facing 
teams they may not normally 
see. 

Since the pandemic, schools 
in Western and Central Massa- 
chusetts have been placed in 
geographically-centered pods to 
limit travel and exposure. 

The spring tournament is 
set to start on June 16 and 17 
with a June 15 cut-off date for 
regular season games. A short 
spring season is not unusual to 
teams as the first two weeks of 
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scored. Griffin Levesque passed 
for 64 yards and ran for another 
89 on his own. Agawam will face 
Thanksgiving rival West Spring- 
field on Friday night at 6 p.m. 
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Griffin Levesque scrambles as he looks 
to make a pass. 
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Elijah Torres goes on a run with the ball. 


Jermaine Norfleet 
takes a handoff. 


Thompson Icebreaker 125 just the 


Start of Big Outlaw Op 


WATERBURY, Vt. — Connecti- 
cuts Thompson Speedway Mo- 
torsports Park is just over a week 
away from the annual Icebreaker. 
The 82nd season opener on Satur- 
day, April 10 and Sunday, April 11 
is headlined by the Icebreaker 125 
for the new Outlaw Open Mod- 
ified Series, pitting the region's 
Tour-type Modified stars in a 
$10,000-to-win showdown. 

Noted open-wheel racers such 
as Doug Coby, Craig Lutz, Bobby 
Santos III, Jon McKennedy, and 
Matt Swanson are officially com- 
mitted to the Icebreaker 125. The 
Sunday shootout is just the be- 
ginning, though. Six Outlaw Open 
Series events are planned for the 
2021 season with big purses and 
even bigger action. 

It culminates with the re- 
turn of the Thompson 300. The 
$20,000-to-win event is part of 
the World Series of Speedway 
Racing on October 8-10. It’s been 
16 years since the late Ted Chris- 
topher won the last Thomson 300 
in 2005. Not only is the Icebreak- 
er 125 important in its own right, 
but it also starts preparations for 
an event that is hallowed in Mod- 
ified lore. 

“The Icebreaker is always the 
big opener in New England to get 
back going and get started racing 
again, so I'm definitely looking 








a 
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The Big Outlaw Open starts this weekend with the Thompson Icebreaker 125. 


forward to that, two-time Mod- 
ified Racing Series champion 
Chris Pasteryak said. “As for the 
season in general, the way I look 
at it is that the Thompson 300 is 
the biggest Modified race of the 
year. So the more laps we get at 
Thompson over the course of the 
year leading up to the 300, hope- 
fully the better we can run in it.’ 

In-between the _ Icebreaker 
125 and the Thompson 300 are 
four $5,000-to-win Wednesday 
night shows on June 16, July 7, 
August 11, and September 15. The 
Wednesday dates make it easy 
for teams to tackle the Thomp- 
son high banks without weekly or 
touring series conflicts. 

In the meantime, all eyes are 
on the Icebreaker showdown. The 
event is 125 green-flag laps with 
teams allowed to use eight tires. 


Racers have to be fast and use the 
right strategy to stand in Victory 
Lane. 

“T love it, Oakdale, CT’s Zach- 
em said of the 125-lap distance. 
“It's a pit-stop race, so more or 
less, you are racing to halfway to 
figure out your pit stop situation. 
I'm looking forward to it. We've al- 
ways run well over at Thompson.’ 

It's definitely going to make 
a difference, Moosup, CT's Pas- 
teryak added. “When youre 
counting caution laps and you 
get to 50 or 60 laps to go, you nor- 
mally only count on getting about 
35 of them under green. Whereas 
now when you get to 50 or 60 to 
go, theres still potentially a pret- 
ty long race left. And then you 
know that, if you have some tires 
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All NE-10 colleges to make playoffs 


COLCHESTER, Vt. - ‘The 
Northeast-10 Conference un- 
veiled its postseason plan for the 
spring semester on ‘Thursday, 
announcing all baseball, men’s 
and womens lacrosse, softball 
and mens and womens tennis 
programs will automatically 
qualify for league tournaments 
while also revealing the date and 
location of the mens golf cham- 
pionship. Saint Michael's College 
sponsors all seven of these sports, 
with each program having begun 
competition already this spring. 

Similar to the adjustments 
made to spring schedules as part 
of the conference's return-to- 
play plan, the NE10 has altered 
postseason competition formats 
in an effort to reduce travel and 
allow for regular COVID-19 sur- 


veillance testing. The allowance 
of full-field postseason formats 
factors in the reality of teams not 
being able to complete their full 
regular-season schedules due to 
COVID-19 protocol and therefore 
allows each team the opportuni- 
ty to compete for a league cham- 
pionship. 

Key changes to the normal 
postseason format includes 
a one-day, 36-hole mens golf 
championship on April 20 at 
Springfield Country Club in West 
Springfield, Mass. For baseball, 
womens lacrosse and _ softball, 
whose regular seasons are being 
played within divisions, the post- 
season format retains a divisional 
format until the final champion- 
ship event or series. Both divi- 
sions have their own seven-team 


bracket to determine which two 
schools will play for that NE10 
championship, as the top seed 
from each draws a first-round 
bye while the second through 
fourth seeds host opening-round 
contests. The women’s lacrosse 
tournament begins on April 30, 
softball on May 4 and baseball on 
May 11. Divisional finals for base- 
ball and softball are best-of-three 
series before the Northeast and 
Southwest division winners meet 
in another best-of-three set. 

The seven-team men’s tennis 
championship begins on April 
24, when the No. 1 seed receives 
a bye while the second- through 
fourth-seeded squads host open- 
ing-round matches. Women's 
tennis and men’s lacrosse, which 
start on April 25 and 28, respec- 


tively, will feature 11-team brack- 
ets, with the top five squads in 
each receiving first-round byes. 
The sixth, seventh and eighth 
seeds host opening-round con- 
tests. 

All brackets or schedules are 
subject to change based on the 
established institutional and 
conference health protocol. The 
health and safety of student-ath- 
letes, coaches and campus com- 
munities remains the primary 
focus for the league. Conference 
winning percentage will deter- 
mine championship seeding for 
team sports, with higher seeds 
serving as the host institutions 
throughout the tournaments. All 
game and match times are to be 
determined. 





Sign up for Quabbin 
Valley Baseball 


REGION -— The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is an age 28-and- 
over league which plays its games 
Sundays at 10 a.m. beginning in 
late April and concluding in late 
August. It is a six-team league 
and a 15-game schedule with all 
teams getting at least one playoff 
game at the end of August. 

The league is seeking new 
players to join in the fun. The 
cost to play in 2021 is $192.50 
and registration can be found at 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org. 
Games are mostly being played 
this year in Easthampton and 
South Hadley. Players who wish 
to pitch in the league must be 
30-years-old. 

Sign-ups are active and play- 


ers who are not already on a team 
will be placed in a draft, currently 
scheduled to take place on Sun- 
day, April 11. 

The leagues first games are 
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, 
April 25. For the 2021 season, 
there is a mask-wearing rule, as 
well as modifications that pro- 
hibit any type of spitting or close 
contact, and players are required 
to take out all trash they bring in 
with them. The league allows the 
use of BBCOR-certified -3 bats 
as well as wood bats. Games are 
nine innings and all players who 
participate get to hit and play the 
field. For more information or to 
contact someone from the league, 
go to the leagues website. 


seeks new 


REGION - The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is 
looking for new players for the 
2021 season, which is set to 
begin at the end of April. Play- 
ers who are 28-years-old prior 
to June 1 are eligible to play in 
the league this season, howev- 
er, only those 30 by June 1 are 
eligible to pitch. The league 
includes six teams and there is 
a 15-game season that begins 
on Sunday, April 25. Games are 
12 Sundays, a special Moth- 
ers Day weekend Saturday 
game, and two weekday night 
games under the lights. The 
season ends the final week of 
July with the playoffs for the 





Valley Wheel Baseball 


players 


top four teams during the first 
two weeks of August. Tryouts 
are set for the first three week- 
ends in April. Tryouts will be 
Saturday, April 3, Sunday, April 
11, and Sunday, April 18, all 
weather-permitting. A draft 
for new players will be held af- 
ter the final tryout. All players 
bat and every player spends at 
least four innings in the field. 
The league will be playing with 
some minor modifications due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
For more information, please 
contact League Commissioner 
Jim Nason at wheell2@com- 
cast.net. 
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TOURNY & from page 9 


spring often are filled with weath- 
er issues, and rain can sometimes 
cancel many baseball and softball 
games. 

There will be no neutral sites 
for the tournament, and the high- 
er seed will be the home team 
through the tournament. Howev- 
er, it is not known if neutral sites 
will be used in the two-game state 
tournament. 





RACING § from page 9 


left in the pit stall, or you want to 
try a strategy where you hold off 
and pit a little bit later, you know 
youre going to have that many 
laps to actually try and race your 
way back to the front and not just 
ride around behind the pace car to 
finish the day. 

A total of 29 drivers have 
pre-entered the event, including 
Keith Rocco, Mike Christopher Jr., 
Eric Goodale, Andrew Krause, Pat- 
rick Emerling, and Jeff Gallup. The 
current entry list alone accounts 
for dozens of championships and 
hundreds of race wins. Several 
other teams have indicated they ll 
be there, setting up a stacked field 
with many potential winners. 

The Outlaw Open Modified 
Series is the brainchild of PASS's 
Tom Mayberry and ACT's Cris Mi- 
chaud, who are co-promoting the 
Thompson Speedway oval track 
events this season. The duo put on 
two events at Thompson in 2020 
and have banded together to carry 
on the track's storied tradition. 

Thompson Speedway opened 
in 1940 and was long known as the 
“Indianapolis of the East”, attract- 
ing every notable name in mo- 
torsports. Even today, the track is 
revered among the racing commu- 
nity. Drivers such as Ryan Preece, 
Harrison Burton, Bobby Santos 
Ill, and Derek Griffith have used 
Thompson victories as a spring- 
board to national opportunities. 

“What Cris Michaud and Tom 
Mayberry have done for Thomp- 
son is huge, Zachem said. “Tak- 
ing the chance last year to run the 
track, with everything going on 
with COVID...I started at the Little 
T Speedway in 2000 and everyone's 
dream is to run the big track one 
day and I made it there. It’s really 
cool to see the track still going: 

Thompson Speedway opens its 
82nd season with the annual Ice- 
breaker on Saturday, April 10 and 
Sunday, April 11. Ten local and re- 
gional series go green at the two- 
day racing festival. Sunday's card 
features the $10,000-to-win Ice- 
breaker 125 for the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series. There's also a 40- 
lap ACT-type Late Model shootout 
plus the Limited Sportsman and 
SK Light Modifieds. Post time is 
1:15pm. 

Saturdays six-division card 
is highlighted by the Thompson 
75 for the PASS North Super Late 
Models beginning at 1:00pm. 
They re joined by the Sunoco Mod- 
ifieds, NEMA LITES Midgets, EXIT 
Realty Pro Truck Challenge, Mini 
Stocks, and an 8-Cylinder Street 
Stock Open. An optional Test N’ 
Tune practice day is slated for Fri- 
day, April 9 for all Icebreaker divi- 
sions. 

Adult general admission is 
$30 for Saturday and $35 for Sun- 
day. Kids ages 12 and under are 
$10 each day. Advance tickets are 
available at https://happsnow. 
com/event/Thompson-Speed- 
way-Motorsports-Park-YHPQ. 
Grandstand attendance is limited 
to 50% of capacity per Connecti- 
cut COVID-19 guidelines. Pit pass- 
es will be sold at the track. 





GREENFIELD, MA. Stone- 
leigh-Burnham School (SBS), an 
independent day and boarding school 
in Greenfield, Massachusetts, is pleased 
to announce in-person day and resi- 
dential summer camps for equestrians, 
performing artists, debaters and public 
speakers ages 7-18. SBS's signature 
summer programs are hosted by expert 
faculty on their beautiful 100-acre cam- 
pus in Greenfield. The programs empha- 
size the development of confidence, the 
acquisition of skills, and the discovery 
of new talents. 
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Sign-Up Time! 


stoneleigh-Burnham School 
Offers In-Person Day & Residential Summer Camps 


SBS’s Summer Camps begin June 
20, 2021 and include Speak Up I, an 
introduction to debate & public speak- 
ing for girls ages 10-13; Speak Up II, an 
advanced program for girls ages 13-18 
with experience in debate & public 
speaking; Performing Arts Camp, a 
coed program for students ages 10-18 
with an interest in dancing, singing 
and acting; the premier Bonnie Castle 
Riding Camp, a riding program for girls 
ages 8-16 for all skill levels; and a new 
Horsemanship Day Camp for boys and 
girls ages 7-12. 


PATHFINDER TECH 2021 


SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.Pathfinderlech.org 


® 0 @ 
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HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH 8! 


SESSION DATES: 
WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 

WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 [ 
WEEK #3 JULY 19-23 
WEEK #4 JULY 26-30 


FISTRATION 
APRIL 19 


“YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH ORG 
"MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
"PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 
“AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 
"SNACKS AND LUNCHES PROVIDED 


REGULAR PRICE: $250/WEEK (5 DAY) | $200/WEEK (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | $180/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 


THOMPSONS 
SUMMER GYMNASTICS 


WWW.THOMPSONSGYM.COM 


ooN 


> 


- 
arm, « 


FOR 3 YEAR OLDS AND UP 


p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com 
200 OLD LYMAN RD., SOUTH HADLEY 





Parents and guardians will be able 
to choose between three choices of 
camp structure: a day camp schedule 
from 8am-4pm that includes lunch, an 
extended day camp schedule from 8am- 
8pm that includes lunch and dinner, 
or the weekly residential camp option. 
There are discounts available for return- 
ing families, families who register more 
than one child, or those who sign up for 
multiple weeks. Financial assistance for 
day campers may also be available to 
those who qualify. 

SBS Summer Program Director 
Heidi Gebo has been directing youth 
camps throughout Massachusetts’ 
Pioneer Valley for 20 years. “It's import- 
ant for us to be able to offer a diverse 
array of camp options for students and 


sd 
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give families multiple options to help 
accommodate their work schedules,’ 
said Heidi. 

To learn more or to register, please 
visit sbschool.org/summer or email 
summerprograms@sbschool.org. 

Stoneleigh-Burnham School has 
(SBS) been preparing girls grades 7-12 & 
PG for college and the world. SBS is an 
academic community with an interna- 
tional perspective that inspires girls to 
pursue meaningful lives based on honor, 
respect, and intellectual curiosity. Each 
student is challenged to discover her best 
self and graduate with the confidence to 
think independently and act ethically, 
secure in the knowledge that her voice 


will be heard. 


THIS SUMMER, 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 


YouTube Content Creators/FX Masters 
BY=\V=(e) oe) a bres al-lalals)m ®]a=ssi-aler-em®)a-laleliarcee 
editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 


Battle Royale: 


WEL Cwm ela dal ixctroy as (cm dle (vem er-lia(= 
Use 3D game development software to 


design your own! 


ROBLOX Makers 


BJUlI emo] Dm aaleler-)icw-|alemelastoiksialamalelYi-)aluelas 
In your own ROBLOX world. 


Plus... 


Minecraft Redstone Engineers 
Nite l=YomCr-laal-weValiaarclurela 
eSports Apprentice 


Code Breakers 
Virtual Reality 
Javascript Developers 


ef. 
Tale 
much 
more! 


ONLINE PROGRAMS 


June 6 — August 16 
Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 


key hfe) 4: 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
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Greene Acres 
for those horse 
enthusiasts 


BELCHERTOWN - Queue the 
Green Acres theme song because it is 
true, Greene Acres is the place to be. 
From the farm's beauty to the great peo- 
ple, it is an overall fantastic atmosphere 
and is an exceptional place to go for 
riding lessons, boarding, and summer 
camp. The lesson program at Greene 
Acres accommodates all ages, skill 
levels, and disciplines, 2 years to 100 
years, beginner to advanced, western to 
english. Horses are taken very well care 
of by Amanda, the Greene team girls 
and boarders who are all friendly and 
dont ever hesitate to help. 

The summer camps give kids the 
opportunity to learn the same things 
they would learn by taking a lesson but 
get the chance to do it all week as well 
as participate in fun activities such 
as crafts, games, or just exploring the 
farm. If you or your child are like me 
and end up sticking around you will 
find that Greene Acres is more than just 
a farm and that the people there are 
more than just friends. I have learned 
so much by riding at Greene Acres from 
horse sense to common sense and life 
skills. But, the greatest takeaway is that 
the people at Greene Acres are more 
than just friends or a team to me, they 
are family. So, if you are thinking about 
trying horseback riding for you or your 
child or looking for a new barn, Greene 
Acres is the place to go. 


July 5-9 ¢ July 26-30 
August 2-6 © August 16-20 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) 


53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


oJ a 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center ic. 


SUMMER CAMPS 
nya) 


Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English @& Western, Ages 5 & up 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 


Belchertown Day School 


thee presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


» Children are our top priority! 


NEW, LOWER 
* PRICING! 
As low as $31.50/day. 
School Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


June 21st - August 27th 
Space is Limited 
Reserve your position today! 


For more information, visit 


www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 
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Factors to consider 


before choosing a summer camp 


dults often look back fondly on 

their childhood experiences at 

summer camp. Camps can pro- 
vide the opportunity to form lifelong 
friendships and discover rewarding 
hobbies that can enrich campers lives 
for decades to come. 

Choosing a summer camp is no 
small task, as the options at families 
disposal range from overnight camps 
to weekday afternoon camps to camps 
that specialize in certain programs, 
such as music or dance. Cost also 
is likely to factor into families’ deci- 
sions, as the American Camp Associ- 
ation notes that cost can vary greatly 
depending on which camp families 
choose. For example, the ACA notes 
that the average daily fee at a resident 
camp is $85, while the same fee at a day 
camp is $43. 

When looking for a summer camp 
for kids, families should make the deci- 
sion together. Kids should be involved 
in the selection process, as theyre 
more likely to have an enjoyable camp 
experience if they had a say in where 
they will be spending their summers. 
The following are some factors families 
should consider as they look for sum- 
mer camps, courtesy of the ACA. 


Kids’ interests 

The ACA urges parents to consider 
the child's interests and personality be- 
fore choosing a summer camp. Parents 
might want their children 
to attend the same summer 
camp they visited as young- 
sters, but each child is dif- 
ferent. Just because mom 


Summer 
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in Performing Arts, 


sbschool.org/summer 


g Stoneleigh-Burnham School 


Debate & Public Speaking 


day & residential options available 


Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 


Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 


From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 





and dad liked a particular camp does 
not mean their children will. The ACA 
notes that summer camps should align 
with childrens interests and maturity 
level. 


Locale 

Locale may only be a consider- 
ation for families considering over- 
night camps. Kids will likely be familiar 
with the locations of local day camps, 
but overnight camps might be set in 
mountain ranges, near the ocean or en- 
vironments less familiar to youngsters. 
Kids who love the ocean might benefit 
from oceanfront camps that focus on 
marine biology, boating or other activ- 
ities involving the water. In the same 
vein, youngsters who like camping and 
hiking might be more likely to embrace 
camps located in mountainous regions. 


Session length 

Camps may last as little as one 
week or up to a couple of months. 
Session length should be considered 
by families looking at both local day 
camps and overnight resident camps. 
Parents who want their children to 
enjoy a largely schedule-free summer 
might not want to commit their chil- 
dren to lengthy camp sessions, even 
if those sessions are close to home. If 
parents think their children can ben- 
efit from the same structure theyre 
accustomed to during the school year, 
then an overnight camp that stretches 
for several weeks might be what theyre 
looking for. 

Summer camps give kids a chance 
to make memories that will last a life- 
time. Choosing the right camp is an 
important decision that parents and 
kids should make together. 


"Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 


kh 


Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 © Leadership Programs 


Mini-Camp Program e Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 © 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session I: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 
Programs also available! 





BREMEN T 
Baan 


Cy 


Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 
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SUMMER 


sBALLET 


Niemen Academy of Ballet 


4 OPEN SQUARE WAY STUDIO 403 HOLYOKE 413 536 6200 
WWW.MASSACADEMYOFBALLET.COM 
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Preparatory classes for expectant parents and families 


SPRINGFIELD - Baystate Med- 
ical Centers Parent Education 
Department offers a wealth of ed- 
ucation and support for expectant 
parents and families through ev- 
ery stage of pregnancy, childbirth, 
delivery and beyond. 

For safety’s sake, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, all face-to- 
face childbirth and parent classes/ 
groups have been suspended in 
favor of live virtual sessions and 
online learning. 

Among the many preparatory 
classes offered are: 

Virtual Childbirth Education 
Class Bundle: A four-class series 
taken via WebEx from the com- 
forts of prospective parents’ own 
living room. Series includes stages 
of labor and delivery, basic comfort 
techniques, medications, medical 
interventions and Cesarean birth, 
basic baby care, and prenatal 


breastfeeding. The series is held 
in four, two-hour sessions and in- 
cludes interaction and questions 
and answers with a childbirth edu- 
cator throughout the class. Infant 
care and breastfeeding can also be 
taken as stand-alone classes. 

Online Multiples Childbirth 
Education: Using a combination of 
online education and the opportu- 
nity to interact with a parent ed- 
ucator, online multiples is geared 
to expectant parents in their sec- 
ond trimester of pregnancy who 
want education that is specific to 
having twins or triplets. The on- 
line portion of the class is taken 
at home at the participant's own 
pace. Parents will then be invited 
to a virtual session via WebEx to 
have their questions answered by 
a knowledgeable instructor, who 
is also a lactation consultant and 
mother of twins. 


Public Notices 





Online Childbirth Education 
- offered in Spanish or English: 
The eight-chapter program, ideal 
for those expectant parents who 
enjoy learning on their own, is an 
interactive, web-based class that 
uses videos, personal birth stories, 
animations, activities and games 
to teach all the essential infor- 
mation parents need to know to 
prepare for the birth of their child. 
This class does not provide face- 
to-face interaction with a parent 
educator. 

Basics-Breathing, Massage & 
Positions for Labor Virtual Class: 
A one-session class ideal for those 
parents who want a more in-depth 
preparation for the use of ad- 
vanced comfort and support tech- 
niques during labor and delivery 
to avoid medical interventions if 
possible. 

Virtual Keeping Baby Safe: Par- 


ticipants will learn how to keep 
baby safe with topics such as in- 
fant CPR, first aid, choking, poi- 
son prevention, baby-proofing the 
home and car seat safety. 

Babys Home! Now What?: This 
newborn class provides postpar- 
tum support for new parents and 
provides information on newborn 
behavior in the first few weeks of 
an infant's life. The class includes 
feeding cues for breast and bot- 
tle feeding, infant sleep patterns, 
comforting a crying infant, infor- 
mation about returning to work, 
continued support for breastfeed- 
ing moms, pumping techniques 
and storage of breast milk. 

Virtual Prenatal Yoga Class: 
Pregnant women will learn pos- 
tures, breathing techniques and 
meditation to help ease pregnancy 
aches. ‘The class will prepare your 
body for delivery and improve 


your chances for a smoother re- 
covery while creating strength, 
focus, flexibility and awareness 
through a gentle practice designed 
especially for the pregnant wom- 
ans needs. 

Virtual Postnatal Yoga Class: 
The virtual class provides an op- 
portunity for moms to bond with 
their babies, strengthen muscles 
that were affected in pregnancy/ 
labor and stretch all of mother- 
hood’s new aches and pains. Ba- 
bies up to 1-year-old and crawling 
are welcome to surround mom 
during the class, which offers 
breathing techniques to calm the 
mind and bring energy to the body 
and strengthening the pelvic floor 
and abdomen. 

For more information and to 
register for any class, visit Bay- 
stateHealth.org/Parented. 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0530EA 
Estate of: 
Alexandrea Elizabeth 
Burton 
Also known as: 
Alexandrea E Burton 
Date of Death: 10/17/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Kevin D Burton 
of Chicago, IL requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Kevin D Burton of 
Chicago, IL be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/20/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 


appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 23, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/08/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD14P1201PM 
In the matter of: 
James J D’Amato 
of Agawam, MA 
Protected Person/Disabled 
Person/Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respond- 
ent and all other interested 
persons, you are hereby noti- 
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of 
the Supplemental Rules of 
the Probate & Family Court, 
that the Seventh account(s) 
of William P D’Amato 
of Easthampton, MA as 
Conservator of the proper- 
ty of said Respondent has or 
have been presented to the 
Court for allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on or 


How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 05/03/2021. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 
Additionally, within thir- 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ- 
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court. You have the right to 
send to the Conservator, by 
registered or certified mail, 
a written request to receive 
a copy of the Petition and 
account(s) at no cost to you. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 29, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/08/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0054CA 
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PUBLIC NOTI 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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In the matter of: 
Kayliana Enid Oquendo 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Kayliana Enid Oquendo 
of Agawam, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Kayliana Enid Rivera 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/27/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 30, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/08/2021 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


Archery Bow Recurve Bear Make New 
Condition appraised at $175.00 arrows 
are extra (413) 583-3740 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 
wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
full. Call (413)246-4966. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 












AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 










GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


BELCHERTOWN 


STN BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 

















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 





WINDOW & DOOR _INSTAL- 
LATION SPECIALIST. New & 
Replacement. Call for you free esti- 
mate today. B&D General Services 
HIC#1755887 (413) 455-5458 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC- 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 se TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
90¢ for each additional word. out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
Add $10 for a second Zone ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
Bag Price Base Price Bang Price elas or add $ 15 to run in as ae DiRico Properties 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name ee ee ee oe Phone Cs eee First ZONE base price ee ee TUN E.U PS 
Address: __ ee Add a second ZONE __*10.00___ Run my ad in the 
Town: State: 7 $5, following ZONE(s): LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
ave ee ate ip Addathird ZONE _—°5.00 & REPAIR 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal NS A&M TUNE-UPS 
Credit Card: LY MasterCard VISA LY Discover La Cash LY Check# x Number of Weeks Push Lawnmowers, 
—— Riding Mowers and 
Card #0 Ep, Date __ ev TOTAL Enclosed Small Engine Repair. 
Amount of charge: Date: Work done at your home. 





FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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HCC plans virtual graduation, fall campus return 


HOLYOKE - Holyoke Commu- 
nity College is planning a virtual 
commencement for spring and 
preparing to welcome students, 
faculty and staff safely back to 
campus for the fall 2021 semester. 

HCC’s 75th Anniversary Com- 
mencement will be livestreamed 
on Sat., June 5, on the HCC web- 
site and the college's social media 
channels. (The college was found- 
ed in Sept. 1946 and will be recog- 
nizing the milestone throughout 
the year.) 

The virtual commencement 
will celebrate the class of 2021 as 
well as the class of 2020. Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, HCC 
made the decision last year to 
recognize the class of 2020 with 
a virtual celebration in August 
2020 and also invite graduates to 
participate in a more traditional 
graduation ceremony this year 
along with the class of 2021. 

Planning for Commencement 
begins months in advance, and 


HCC officials made their decision 
on this year's ceremony based on 
conditions in February before 
new guidelines were announced 
allowing for limited outdoor and 
indoor ceremonies. 

“Unlike the 2020 celebration, 
the 2021 ceremony will include 
traditional Commencement mo- 
ments with an emphasis on the 
elements our students told us 
matter most to them,’ said Pres- 
ident Christina Royal. Those el- 
ements include having student 
orators from both classes, and 
keynote speeches delivered by the 
2020 and 2021 recipients of the 
Elaine Marieb Chair for Teaching 
Excellence, HCC’s highest faculty 
award. 

“We will also have a virtual 
procession and the traditional 
reading of names of graduates 
from both classes along with pho- 
tographs submitted by members 
of each class,’ Royal said. 

In advance of Commence- 


ment, HCC will be inviting stu- 
dents to campus on May 6 and 7 
to pick up their caps and gowns, 
graduation gift boxes, and lawn 
signs celebrating their success. 
President Royal and members of 
the College Affairs committee will 
also be there to offer in-person, 
albeit socially distant, congratu- 
lations to the graduates and the 
opportunity to have their photos 
taken with the president. 

Return to Campus 

For the fall 2021 semester, 
which begins Tues., Sept. 7, HCC 
is offering a variety of class for- 
mats, including face-to-face, 
in-person, on-campus classes 
with a maximum of 10 students 
per classroom. 

Following guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health, the fall 2021 re- 
turn-to-campus plan allows for 
maximum flexibility and adapt- 
ability, at all times prioritizing the 





TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
JU 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy .V 5 ie] asa) 
413-219-6839 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


4-5BR 2.5 BATH HOME for sale 
in Hampden MA. 2800sq ft APO with 
partially finished basement, barn w/loft 
and above ground pool. Many recent 
updates including new granite coun- 
tertops and deck. $440,000. Contact 
Dave at (413)244-4098 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


TWO MATURE ADULTS with ex- 
cellent references seeking to rent a 
2/3 bedroom apartment with washer/ 
dryer hookups in apartment. Ludlow or 
surrounding area. Call Sandra (413) 
583-4746 after 10am. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 












safety and well-being of HCC stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff. 

HCC will provide multiple 
course formats to suit different 
learning styles and personal pref- 
erences: on campus; blended on 
campus and remote; synchronous 
remote; and asynchronous online. 

“HCC is paying particular at- 
tention to scheduling courses 
that will allow incoming students 
to maximize on-campus instruc- 
tion if they so choose, Royal said. 
“The plan provides us the flexibil- 
ity to make adjustments as public 
health conditions evolve over the 
months ahead.’ 

In addition to on-campus, 
blendeded and remote offerings 
for Fall 2021, HCC will continue 
to offer a full slate of fully online 
courses across the curriculum. As 
much as possible, administration 
offices and student services will 
also be open and staffed, while 
maintaining safe and social-dis- 
tancing protocols, including 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 
~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 
aa\ Bruce J. Charwick 
— 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


FAAIST FFA 


ie = 


413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 





Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Call For An 
Appointment 


25 years experience. 


1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 aD 
IRS 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


| AUTHORIZED 


© file 


PROVIDER 


ARS) Tel: 413-289-0058 


Credit Cards Welcome 


Federal & All States 


' IBA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 





FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Si, Fax: 413-324-2167 


kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


mandatory mask-wearing and 
Plexiglass screens in areas where 
students and members of the 
public most closely interact with 
staff. 

While campus offices and 
support services will be open to 
students this fall, HCC will also 
continue to offer services and 
support through online chat and 
Zoom for students who feel more 
comfortable accessing college 
services remotely. 

“T really believe the pandemic 
has made HCC a better version 
of itself? said Royal. “We have en- 
hanced our support for students, 
and have amplified student voices 
throughout every decision-mak- 
ing process — always placing stu- 
dents first. We have made equity a 
greater priority across the college, 
enabling us to truly and more 
deeply serve our community. 

Registration opens April 12 for 
summer and fall classes at HCC. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing, 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


Call your local Turley Publications 


PROVIDER 


sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


FOR RENT 


3) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 





media 


of the first kind. 


Turle yor 








discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


ee y INC. 


www.turley.com 





Let us be your 
Solution! 





Long Term Care 


beds available 














JGS LIFECARE " 
JGS LIFECARE! 
| CALL US 
JGS Lifecare Jopay: 
Longmeadow, 
° : Stacy Kenworthy 
is the solution 


413-567-6211 
for your x 3527 


Long Tare Place your loved 
Care Needs! 








one with us! 


Thank You! 





